Standardized Tests for Admission and Transfer of Credits

Most of the content contained in this section is derived from the respective websites as
listed below.

In North America, standardized tests are widely used by educational institutions to
determine admission, transfer of credits, advanced placement credits and English
proficiency of non-native speakers of English.

Before reviewing more information on the standardized tests, it is essential for students
to know more about two organizations:

e Educational Testing Service
e The College Board
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Educational Testing Service (ETS)

ETS (www.ets.org ) was created in 1947 and is now the world's largest private
educational testing and measurement organization. It serves the needs of individuals,
educational institutions and government bodies in almost 200 countries. Its activities
include:

The development of tests and other assessment tools to provide information to
test takers and educational institutions;

The administration of more than 12 million tests worldwide;

The continuous broadening of assessments that focus on placement, instruction,
selection and licensing;

The research in education and training; and,

The maintenance of an extensive library of 20,000 tests and other measurement
devices from the early 1900s to the present.
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The majority of revenues of ETS come from its testing programs. Except for specific
contracts, ETS operates independently without government support or direction.
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Major testing programs offered by ETS are:

CAHSEE - California High School Exit Exam

CLEP - College Level Examination Program

GMAT - Graduate Management Admission Test

GRE - Graduate Record Examinations

PRAXIS - The Praxis Series: Professional Assessments for Beginning Teachers
SAT - SAT I: Reasoning Test and SAT II: Subject Tests

SLS - The School Leadership Series

TOEFL - Test of English as a Foreign Language
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The College Board

Founded in 1900, the College Board (www.collegeboard.com) is a national non-profit
association with a mission to prepare, inspire and connect students to college and
opportunity. The commitment to the principles of excellence and equity is exemplified
in its programs, services and activities specifically for educational institutions and fellow
students.
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Currently, the association consists of 4,200 schools, colleges, universities and other
educational organizations. Through the membership scheme with these institutions, the
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College Board provides a rich and useful forum addressing key education issues.
Reports and news published by the Board are essentially counted on by educators to
observe educational trends and make critical decisions.

HAT, ZA2H 4200 2 P& R4 . Kot P A oy e de it 17— el
JRAIN R, DA ROCBE 0 s Ko B S R R IR FOBT I 45 0B N\ 42
BT HOE I B g B -

Through major programs and services in college admission, guidance, assessment,
financial aid, enrollment, and teaching and learning, the Board also serves over three
million students and their parents, and thousands of high schools and junior colleges.
Among its best-known programs are the Scholastic Aptitude Testing Program_(SAT) and
the Advanced Placement (AP) Program.
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English Language Proficiency

This section covers the five major achievement tests that measure English language
proficiency, the last of which is primarily used in British Columbia.

TOEFL - Test of English as a Foreign Language

TOEIC - Test of English for International Communication

IELTS - International English Language Testing System

CELPIP — Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program
LPI — Language Proficiency Index
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Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)
www.toefl.org

Non-native speakers of English who wish to apply for admission into either
undergraduate or graduate programs in North America are very often required to submit
a TOEFL score. It measures the ability of the non-native speakers to use and
understand English as it is used in college and university settings. Scores on the test are
required by more than 4,300 two- and four-year colleges and universities, professional
schools, and sponsoring institutions
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Educational Testing Service (ETS) develops the TOEFL test under the direction of the
TOEFL Board, a board comprising professionals drawn from the higher education
community. Administered by the ETS, the test is made available worldwide to all
persons, regardless of age, gender, race, nationality, or religion, at more than 1,260
centers in 180 countries.
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The TOEFL test is offered on computer throughout most regions of the world. The
computer-based test takes approximately 3 %2 to 4 hours and consists of four sections:
Reading, Listening, Speaking, and Writing

FOAR 28 50T 22 3.5-4 AN/ SE R, AUy BB, Wi, Hil, AEAE.

In areas where access to computer-based testing is limited, a supplemental
paper-and-pencil version of the test is administered. The paper-based test takes
approximately 3 hours and consists of four sections: Listening, Structure and Written
Expression, Reading Comprehension, and the Test of Written English (TWE).
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Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC)
www.toeic.com

TOEIC was developed in 1979 by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) and is
currently developed and published by The Chauncey Group International, a
subsidiary of ETS. It offers a worldwide recognized assessment of English
language proficiency for non-native speakers, with a special emphasis on the
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everyday English skills applicable to a workplace setting in an international
environment.
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Given to two million people a year and more than 4,000 corporations around the world,
TOEIC is a two-hour multiple-choice examination of 200 questions that is split up into
two separate sections — Listening Comprehension and Reading — that focus on areas
such as general business, manufacturing, finance and budgeting, corporate development,
offices, personnel, purchasing, technical areas, housing/corporate property, travel, dining
out, entertainment, and health. While the language from these settings provides the
context of the test questions, candidates are not required to know specialized business
and technical vocabulary.
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TOEIC may be administered through employers or language schools. In some
countries, the test is also administered at open public sessions. Individual test takers
use TOEIC to apply for new positions, to obtain credentials, and to monitor their own
improvement in English.  Schools find TOEIC an accurate and objective tool to place
students into language learning levels and evaluate program effectiveness. Companies
use TOEIC to document progress in their in-house English training programs, to recruit,
promote, and hire employees, and to implement a common standard of measurement
across multiple corporate sites.
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International English Language Testing System (IELTYS)
www.ielts.org

IELTS is jointly managed by University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (an
internationally recognized body in the provision of academic and vocational
examinations), British Council (with a network of examinations offices in over 100
countries) and IDP Education Australia (Australia’s leading international education
organization).
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IELTS measures the complete range of English language skills which are commonly
encountered by students when studying or training in the medium of English. Al
candidates take the same Listening and Speaking Modules, which last about 45 minutes.
In addition, students planning to undertake academic study should sit for the Academic
Reading and Writing Modules.  Alternatively, the General Training Module is suitable
for candidates planning to undertake non-academic training or work experience, or for
immigration purposes to countries such as Australia, New Zealand or Canada. If all
four modules are taken, the test lasts a total of two hours and 45 minutes.  Students are
advised to consult an IELTS centre if unsure of which module to take.

e RS2 U A S TR A o 2 30 P i BN P S BRE . T B AR AR S N I
45 J3 BRI AT R 5 BRILZ AN, SRS ST R T 2 N R B 3
MEAEZE IR AHS AR S AIPNE R I, S RO, Bri s, s
KiHEA, S BN RGN H SN, W 2 /N 45
Tl 2 A N B HE R O B AR DURAE 5 EE SN IK 5 1A

IELTS is administered through its centers located in different countries. 1ELTS is
accepted by most Australian, British, Canadian and New Zealand academic institutions.
American academic institutions are increasingly accepting IELTS for admissions
purposes.
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Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program (CELPIP)
www.Ipi.ubc.ca/CELPIP/

CELPIP was developed by the University of British Columbia (UBC) as a complete set
of English language proficiency tests to measure an individual’s functional skills in
English for listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Administered through the
UBC-CELPIP Office, CELPIP consists of four index tests as follows:

Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Test - General (CELPIT-G)
Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Test - Academic (CELPIT-A)
Canadian English Language Listening Test (CELL)

Canadian English Language Test of Oral Proficiency (CELTOP)
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CELPIT-G and CELPIT-A are dedicated to assess reading and writing skills. The
CELPIT-G lasts for 120 minutes and measures the proficiency of general everyday
reading and writing skills. CELPIT-A, a 150 minute examination, assesses proficiency
of beginning college or university-level reading and writing skills such as sentence
structure, reading comprehension and essay writing.
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As the name suggests, CELL assesses proficiency levels of functional listening skills.
The test is 30 minutes long, and requires candidates to choose responses to pre-recorded
questions based on statements, short dialogues, and longer conversations.
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The 30-minute CELTOP assesses the proficiency level of oral communication skills.
Candidates are required to respond to pre-recorded questions based on everyday
situations, tabular or graphic material, news items, telephone messages, and
conversations.
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CELPIP tests have been approved by the Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) as
measurement of English language proficiency. Test takers can gain immigration points
based on CELPIP test score levels. Nevertheless, CIC does not automatically waive
immigration interviews for applicants with IELTS or CELPIP tests. The test results
from both testing agencies are used to assign language points, but CIC may still require
that applicants appear for a personal interview.
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Language Proficiency Index (LPI)
www.Ipi.ubc.ca/LPl/

LPI is predominantly used by post-secondary institutions and professional
organizations within British Columbia, Canada, as an assessment of an
individual's competency in English.
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The test consists of four parts comprising 80 points:

e Part 1 — Sentence Structure (10 points);

e Part 2 - English Usage (10 points);

e Part 3 — Paragraph Development, Structure and Content (20 points);
e Part 4 — Essay Writing (40 points).
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Students are asked to identify errors in sentence structure in Part 1, to identify errors in
English usage in Part 2, to evaluate and/or summarize short prose passages in Part 3, and
to write an expository essay in Part 4.
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Part 1, Part 2, and one question in Part 3 are scored by computer, while the three
paragraph summaries in Part 3 and the essay in Part 4 are evaluated by members of a
marking committee. The marking committees are made up of a veteran team of
secondary and post-secondary English specialists.
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Each institution applies the LPI scores in a way that suits its particular needs and course
offerings. Some British Columbia community colleges require an essay Level 4 for
entry into an English course or specific program. The University of British Columbia and
the University of Victoria require a Level 5.
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